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MARSDEN PARK ANGLICAN COLLEGE CONCERT BAND PROGRAM

The Concert Band Program at Marsden Park Anglican College is being launched in 2026. In this, the
first year, the Program is available for students who are beginner instrumentalists in Year 3 to 9.
They will form part of our inaugural beginner training Band called the Junior Concert Band.

Beyond 2026, beginner players will continue to start in the Junior Concert Band. Students will then
be able to progress through to the Primary Concert Band (Years 3-6) with at least one year’s playing
experience. Once students enter Secondary School they can also be involved in the Senior Concert
Band and other Instrumental Ensembles that we envision will be available to them.

The Junior Concert Band is open to all students in Year 3-9 who are beginners on their chosen
instrument. Students joining the Junior Concert Band are required to be receiving a weekly
individual lesson, learning to play their chosen instrument with a suitably qualified instrumental
tutor. Weekly tuition is an ongoing requirement in addition to a student’s attendance at the weekly
45-minute Band rehearsal.

Concert Band membership is an exciting adventure that takes a significant commitment by both
students and parents/carers to be successful. This booklet is full of instructions and suggestions on
how make the most of this wonderful opportunity.

AIMS OF OUR BAND

. To give praise to the LORD through the making of music

. To develop and use our God-given gifts through the playing of music
. To learn to work cooperatively in the task of making music

. To develop perseverance in rehearsing and practising the skills of reading music and playing
an instrument

. To perform works in a variety of settings for a variety of audiences
. To bring glory to God (Psalm 150)

WHICH INSTRUMENT TO PLAY?

Many children will have already decided which instrument to play for a variety of reasons. Some
select their instrument from its look or sound, or even because of the influence of other people they
know that also play that instrument. These are legitimate reasons to choose a particular instrument.

The best instrument for your child to play is the one that he/she enjoys listening to the most.
Therefore, we encourage all new instrumental students to take part in a short and simple listening
test to help make and confirm their choice.

The Timbre Preference Listening Test is designed to help students identify their preferences with
regard to the pitch and tone of a woodwind or brass instrument. Research has shown that students
who have selected an instrument in accordance with their timbre preference test results, have
continued to play the chosen instrument long term. This is obviously an important point when
considering the investment of time and money in this activity.

The Timbre Preference Test takes about 20 minutes to complete and can be arranged by contacting
one of the Music staff at MPAC.

Following the test, parents/carers will be immediately advised of the preferences indicated by their
children. While the test is designed to be a helpful prompt in choosing an instrument to play, the
results are by no means binding on your decision to select one instrument over another. Virtually
any instrument can be accommodated in our Concert Band program at all levels of experience.



ATTENDANCE

Instrumental lessons are where students learn how to play their instrument properly. Concert Band
rehearsals further develop these skills showing students how to work together, how to blend with
other instruments, how to play in tune and how each instrument integrates with the rest of the
group. It is very important to attend all Instrumental Lessons and Concert Band rehearsals. An
increased enjoyment of music will be the reward.

REHEARSALS
Rehearsals for the Junior Concert Band will take place in M1 on Wednesday Mornings at 7:40am

Please note that supervision for siblings of Concert Band members cannot be provided by the Band
Conductor/s during any rehearsal. Siblings arriving before 8:00am need to be supervised by
parents/carers or attend Before School Care.

Concert Band members will perform musical works in a variety of settings for a variety of audiences.
The Concert Bands will be involved in outings to Eisteddfods and other external performance
opportunities during the year. They will also perform for MPAC events and celebrations.
Involvement in each of these events is compulsory for all Band members. These occasions are the
focus and motivation for the hard work undertaken during rehearsals. Parents/Carers will receive
ample notification about each of these events and will also be encouraged to be present at many of
them.

ABSENCES

There may, of course, be times when students are unable to attend a rehearsal or a performance
for a valid reason. On these occasions, please email Mrs Jacinta Watson at the earliest possible
opportunity at jwatson@mpac.nsw.edu.au notifying of and explaining your child’s absence.

CONCERT BAND PROGRAM FEES

Concert Band and Instrumental Ensemble fees are $50 per semester. The full annual fee of $100
may be paid at the start of the year or in semester increments. This fee covers the cost the music
and band equipment as well as entry fees and travels costs associated with Eisteddfod competitions.

OUR CONDUCTORS

Our conductors have had extensive experience in conducting and performing in a variety of musical
groups across both Junior and Senior School age groups. Junior Concert Band in 2026 will be
conducted by Mrs Jacinta Watson with assistance from Mrs Emma Wilson and Mrs Melissa Boulden.

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS

It is compulsory for all students joining the Junior Concert Band to receive a weekly 20-30-minute
lesson learning to play their chosen instrument. Instrumental tuition is an ongoing commitment in
addition to student attendance at the weekly 45-minute Band rehearsal.

When students fully participate in BOTH aspects, the progress they make on their instruments can
be very impressive. To pass through the ‘beginner stage’ quickly is very rewarding for a student and
will encourage them to keep practising and developing their skills for a long time to come.

Parents/Carers can arrange for their child to receive private instrumental tuition outside of the
College. If you have the contacts and resources to do this, we encourage you to take up this
opportunity.
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INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS AT SCHOOL

If you require assistance with locating an instrumental tutor, the College may be able to help. For
several years now, Marsden Park Anglican College has been developing an option for students to
receive tuition in their chosen instrument at the College during the school day.

Currently we are able to offer 30-minute weekly lessons for flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet,
trombone, euphonium, guitar, electric bass, drums, piano and violin. We recommend a 30-minute
individual weekly lesson if at all possible. This combined with regular practice should ensure signif-
icant and rewarding musical progress for the student. These individual half-hour lessons obviously
provide a high degree of personal attention for beginner and experienced instrumentalists alike.

If your child is a beginner musician, a younger child or if there are financial considerations, some
tutors may agree to teach 20-minute lessons for a reduced rate. Please discuss this with your indi-
vidual tutor but note that tutors are not obliged to offer these shorter lessons.

TUITION FEES

The fees for the tuition arranged by the College are paid directly to the tutors. You will be invoiced
by your child’s tutor at the start of each term. We request that payment be made promptly and in
advance for the term’s lessons. All correspondence regarding fees and any other tuition-related
matters is to be conducted directly with tutors and not via the College.

The recommended fees for Instrumental Tuition at Marsden Park Anglican College per 30-minute
lesson are $46-$48 per half-hour lesson. When compared to the rates charged by Music Schools,
Private Tutors and at other nearby schools, our tuition fees are very reasonable and extremely
competitive. These fees are also well below the NSW Music Teachers Association current
recommended rate for Instrumental Tuition.

HOW TO JOIN THE JUNIOR CONCERT BAND
If you would like your child to join the MPAC Concert Band Program, please complete the
Registration form at the following link / QR code.

MPAC Concert Band Membership — Fill out form

MPAC Concert Band Membership

You will be contacted when this has been received and processed. All students who express an
interest in receiving lessons in the MPAC Music Tuition Program, will be referred to the Music
Tuition Registration process. Junior Concert Band rehearsals will commence at the start of Term 1
2026. Specific information regarding rehearsals will be communicated early in the new year.


https://forms.office.com/r/V5GCpfHJWu?origin=lprLink

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

Junior Concert Band members will need to purchase a copy of a Band Method book entitled
“Sound Innovations for Concert Band - Book 1” by Robert Sheldon for their particular instrument.
This book is required for all private instrumental lessons and Junior Concert Band rehearsals.

The book is available to be ordered at any Music Store.

All Junior Concert Band members should also own:
e A music stand (for use at home only)
e Abag for carrying music (eg Library Bag) clearly labelled with the student’s name and class
e A black A4 display folder for the storage of sheet music, also clearly labelled

Special equipment for woodwind players:
e Spare reeds (clarinets and saxophones)
e Cleaning rod with cloth (flutes)
e Pull-through cleaner (oboes, clarinets and saxophones).
e Cork grease / Vaseline (not needed for flutes)

Special equipment for percussionists:
e Drum sticks

e Stick bag (equipment needs will increase as time goes on)

Special equipment for brass players:

e Valve oil
e Slide grease
e Soft cloth

For all enquiries about the Junior Concert Band and Music Tuition Program at TCC please contact
Mrs Emma Wilson via email at ewilson@mpac.nsw.edu.au
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT FOR THE MPAC CONCERT BAND PROGRAM

Membership

Membership of the MPAC Concert Band Program is open to all students in years 3-9 who learn
an instrument either in or outside the College and are willing to participate in the Concert
Band until the end of the calendar year at least.

Rehearsals
. Are compulsory.

. Explanation of absences must be provided in writing.

. Punctuality is expected.

. Each child is responsible for setting up and packing up the equipment, chairs and music
stands.

. Each child is responsible for the care of his/her own instrument and all other equipment.

. Each child is responsible for his/her own music and the music that belongs to the
College.

. Full cooperation with the staff, conductor, section leader and other band members is
expected.

. Please note that supervision for siblings of Band members cannot be provided by the

Band conductor during rehearsal. Siblings arriving before 8:00am need to be supervised
by parents/carers or attend Before School Care.

Instrumental lessons and Home Practice

. Beginner students MUST immediately arrange a weekly lesson time for instrumental
tuition

. All students are encouraged to have ongoing instrumental tuition

. All students are expected to practice their individual Band parts at home

Performances

. Are compulsory

. Will be notified in advance

. Children must arrive punctually at the time requested by their conductor

. All children are responsible for packing up the equipment and making sure that it is put

away after each performance.

Band Fees
. Are payable at the beginning of each semester or in full at the start of the year
. Band fees are $50 per semester or $100 for the full year
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